NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2018

I am your new editor! This is going to be a bit of a bumper issue as we have not had a newsletter for
a while.
There has been some discussion in Committee whether a newsletter is actually needed and if the
membership gets any benefit from it. I would be really grateful if I could have some feedback from
you all so we can make a proper decision based on what you actually want. You can either ring me
on 01884 251958 or 07884 380071 or email me on clare.moughton@hotmail.co.uk. It would also be
good to hear from you if you wanted anything put into any future newsletter or any relevant events
or any production dates for local groups etc.
Any comments will be very welcome – good or bad.

Update on Blackadder
The Cast
Blackadder – Leon Searle
George – Malcolm Yeates
Baldrick – Mike Parker
Melchett – Jamie Barker
Darling – Adrian Garland
Nurse Mary – Claire Penberthy
Bob – Sophie Gale
Smith – John Bond
Haig – Martin Mogford
The Production Team
Director and Producer – Will Simmons
Co-Producer – Rick Barfoot
Lighting – Vickie Mogford & Martin Chilcott
Sound – Rick Barfoot
Stage Manager – Alan Brailey
Prompt – Elaine Barker
Props – Leigh Parker
Costumes – Alison Harris
Front of House – Clare Moughton & Sheila Webber
Programme – Sheila Webber
We Need YOU!

We have decided to do something different for front of house for the next production. Although
Blackadder is a comedy on the face of it, “Blackadder Goes Forth” actually addresses a very sad and
serious issue. We want the people of Tiverton to know we are treating the Centenary of the end of
the First World War with respect. Sheila Webber is contacting local organisations for memorabilia
and costume so we can dress the foyer and the audience can get a feel for the period. This is where
you come in. We want plenty of people front of house dressed in period costume. You do not need
to worry about supplying the costumes themselves (although any contributions would be very, very,
helpful). We just want you to put some time aside during the week of the show and let us know
when you are available. We are doing an extra night this time so need people for Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Please let us know when you are available to help and
any job preferences. You can contact me on 01884 251958 or 07884 380071 or email me on
clare.moughton@hotmail.co.uk.
If you are shy about wearing a costume it does not matter. We would rather have you in normal
clothing than not at all. Show week is Tuesday 6th to Saturday 10th November 2018.

Tickets for the Next Production
We are moving into the 21st Century with our ticket sales. They will still be on sale at Twyford
Photography, but the whole thing is now computerised. Please be assured (and assure anyone
wanting to buy a ticket) that they will not be expected to work the system themselves. Keith will be
on hand as always to let them know what seats are available and to give them their tickets. The only
difference is that the ticket will be printed on the spot and there is no risk of selling the same seat
twice!! You / they can pay by cash or cheque as before and there is no additional cost for this
service. However, if you know anyone who wants to pay by card they will book via Ticket Source,
which attracts a small charge. Other organisations use the same system in the town and we have
been given favourable reports of it.

Summer Barbeque
Our summer barbecue at Louise and Nathan’s house was great fun. The weather, after our
wonderful summer, was not good, but using a mixture of the kitchen, garden and Nathan’s man cave
we managed to keep dry and enjoy ourselves. We ate and drank well and the company was good.
Thank you so much Louise and Nathan for hosting and arranging it.

The Loop System
A couple of our members have hearing loss and have frequently complained that the loop system in
the New Hall is not good enough. Their criticism is that the loop works, but there is so much
interference on the signal it is effectively useless. Members of the Committee have tried to address
this with Mid Devon District Council – many thanks especially to Martin Mogford who worked
particularly hard on this last year. We have been told that the loop is working to the best of its
ability, but it is an old system so will never be perfect. We appreciate that local authorities are
struggling for cash, but we are also aware that a significant proportion of our audience is likely to
have hearing difficulties and we do not want to lose any of them. If you or anyone you know is
unhappy about the loop system, please can you encourage them to write directly to Mid Devon
District Council about it?

The AGM
For those of you who did not attend the AGM your new committee is as follows:
Officers
Jamie Barker – Chairperson
Sheila Webber – Vice Chair
Rick Barfoot – Secretary
Tracey Barfoot – Minute Secretary
Louise Chudley – Treasurer
Graham Sessions
Sofi Gale
Richard Burt
Alan Brailey
Mike Parker
Mary Cross
Clare Moughton
Please contact anyone of us if you have any comments or if there is anything you want us to discuss
at Committee.

The Andrew Lockyer Award for 2018 was given
to Louise Chudley. I am sure most of you have
seen her message of thanks, but to those of
you who have not:
“I just wanted to say a quick thank you to
everyone who nominated me for the Lockyer
award.
I was rather shocked to have won at the AGM
and somewhat speechless. I didn’t feel that I
had deserved the award as there were others
who deserved it far more than I did. I think
that’s the difficult part of recognising one
person’s contribution for a year – it takes the
commitment and contribution of so many of
us to ensure we have a successful year.
That being said I am very grateful and
honoured to have won the award and it will be
proudly displayed in my living room for the
next 12 months.
Thank you again.”

